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Main suggestions 

Detailed instructions are 
tools for indexing 

No strict rules or 
regulations 

Objective – to improve the 
quality of communication  

Examples of leading 
journals are helpful 



Common sections 

• Scope and priority of the journal 

• Peer review statistics 

• Authorship policy 

• Formatting 

• Plagiarism, duplication, retraction and 
other ethical policies 

• Publication fees, open access models 

• Adherence to editorial 
recommendations (associations) 

 



Complete list of essentials  



http://download.thelancet.com/flatcontentassets/authors/lancet-information-for-authors.pdf 



http://neuron.mefst.hr/docs/CMJ/guidelines/CMJ_55%281%29_GUIDELINES.pdf 



Peer review transparency 

• Internal and external review 

• N of reviewers (>1) – for different articles 

• Single-, double-blind, or open 

• Duration of 1st round of review 

• Do authors list potential reviewers? 

• Fast-track review? 

• Submission and acceptance dates are 
checked by indexers 



Peer review model - mentioned in only 10 

(22.7%) N of external reviewers – in 11 

(25%) rheumatology journals (44). 





Explicit statements on authorship are 

absent in 35%-85% of biomedical journals. 

Statements on authorship were present in 13 (29.5%) 

rheumatology journals. 

4 criteria are in 8 (18.2%) rheumatology journals 



• 399 high-impact biomedical journals scanned 

• Most mandated disclosure of authors’ 
financial (90%) and nonfinancial conflicts 
(70%) 

• Only 39% mandated the editors’ disclosures 





Research reporting guidance 

http://www.equator-network.org/ 



Retracted publications in MEDLINE (1966-2008)  

Of the 213 retracted misconduct publications, 

42% - for plagiarism, 52% - for 

falsification/fabrication 



Instructions on duplication 

and retractions are not 

globally available 





Retractions are sign of 

proper IFAs and good for 

correcting evidence base 



Copyrights for open access sources 



Most recommended CC license 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ 



Open access models 

• Open access to published papers 

• OA + re-use (libre open access) 

• OA + self-archiving (green) 

• Delayed open access (6-12 months) 

• Gold OA 

• Hybrid open access (subscription + gold OA) 

• Diamond OA 

• Article Processing Charges or Membership 
fees 



Reference formatting 



DOIs 
• Authors should provide DOI at the end of each 

reference (editors are obliged to validate) 

• Provide examples how to format references 
(with DOI: http://dx.doi.org/ OR  only DOI:) 

http://dx.doi.org/






Structured abstract 









http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/Full%20set%20of%20flowcharts.pdf 



http://www.icmje.org/ 




